John Foran, UCSB

On talking in class

I know that some of you are a little nervous about talking in class, while others are genuinely excited about it.  What are some of the solutions?  First, let me say that no one should stress about being forced to speak or having to speak to get a good grade in this class.  Just showing up to class regularly will get you a good chunk of the participation grade;  it will also create the maximum number of occasions for you to say something in class.

Doing the readings before class and thinking about the questions they raise n your mind will also help you enormously when it comes to speaking in class.  You will have something to say if you do the readings and think about them before class.

I will create opportunities for everyone to speak, and if you come to me and want to discuss how to create opportunities that work toward your strengths (or at least your comfort zone), by all means come and do so.  You don’t have to talk all the time -- try to say something every week if you can;  we are more interested in the quality of your contributions than the quantity.  I may sometimes call on people to give them a chance to contribute, but you can always pass, with no penalty or disgrace.  I mean that!

So, there are two keys to participating well in this class:  come to class and do the readings to prepare for class.

If you have a thought or question about this, let me know! 
